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Leni: Weavers Way currently participates in seven 
main platforms and we are also on a waitlist for an-
other. We only participate in subsidized programs. 
These programs are supported by the corporations 
that produce these difficult-to-recycle materials. 

We earn points for the items we send to Terra-
Cycle and the points earn money for us. The sub-
sidies pay the shipping costs.

We are currently collecting in Mt. Airy in the Community 
Room at 555 Carpenter Lane and in Chestnut Hill, where there is 
a box at the front of the store and another Next Door. Please ask 
an employee to direct you. We are also looking to expand this 
collection in Ambler and are finalizing those details. 

Alisa: What has been the outcome of our current program with 
TerraCycle?

Leni: Weavers Way actually generates income 
from these collections. The money previously 
went to Food Moxie, but is now being directed to 
the Weavers Way Environment Committee’s com-
munity grants program. So collecting these mate-
rials helps the community and also keeps materi-
als out of the landfill. 

Each box has a weight limit that must be 
reached for us to ship, and we get points for every box we ship to 
TerraCycle. We currently have 15,921 points, worth about $159.

Alisa: Do you need help with the program? 

Leni: I would first like to thank all the members who diligently 
save their items for the TerraCycle collection. We will be looking 
for cooperators who can help sort and box materials about twice a 
month for their work hours. Look for an announcement in the eN-
ews when we get these slots posted on the Online Work Calendar. 

asharg.zwc@gmail.com
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Statement of Policy

The purpose of the Shuttle is to provide 
information about co-ops, healthy food and 
other matters of interest to Weavers Way 
members as consumers and citizens. 

Weavers Way members are welcome to 
submit articles (about 500 words) and letters 
to the editor (200 words) on subjects of 
interest to the Co-op community. Editorial 
copy is due the 10th of the month prior, e.g., 
Dec. 10 for January. 

No anonymous material will be published; 
all submissions must include an email or 
phone number for verification. The Shuttle 
retains the right to edit or refuse any 
article or letter to the editor. Submit to 
editor@weaversway.coop. Articles and 
letters express the views of the writers and 
not those of the Shuttle, the Co-op or its 
Board, unless identified as such. 

Advertising
Advertising for each issue is due the 
1st of the preceding month, e.g., Dec. 1 
for January. Ad rates are online at www.
weaversway.coop/shuttle, via email at 
advertising@weaversway.coop or by 
calling 215-843-2350, ext. 314. Advertised 
products or services may not be construed 
as endorsed by Weavers Way Co-op.

The Shuttle is printed on  
100 percent recycled paper.

What’s in Store at Weavers Way

Some of you Wrote in about 
Jon’s column on Whole Foods last 

month. Some of you liked it. Some of 
you didn’t. (I thought it was pretty good.) 
Then there’s the person on Facebook who 
thinks we shouldn’t post news items criti-
cal of Whole Foods’ business practices. 
Wait, what? That Co-op business practic-
es and priorities are different from the big 
guys is sort of the Whole Point.

I have a history with Whole Foods. 
Who doesn’t? When Fresh Fields opened 
in Wynnewood in 1997, I thought I had 
died and gone to foodie heaven. And even 
after Whole Foods bought them, and the 
prepared foods weren’t as good and the 
employees didn’t seem as happy, for years 
it was still pretty much the only place I 
could be sure of finding fennel and caster 
sugar and organic chicken broth. Hey, I’ve 
spotted John Chaney and Ramona Africa 
in Whole Foods (no, not together). 

Then there’s Amazon. I shudder to 
think how many brick-and-mortar book-
stores I personally put out of business. 
Nowadays, I try to avoid Amazon — that 
story a couple years back about how mean 
they are to their managers, and the one 
about the horrendous conditions at the Al-
lentown picking plant kind of skeeved me 
out. But what with Jeff Bezos owning the 
Washington Post and pressing needs for 
cat-urine UV flashlights and the like (don’t 
ask), Amazon is kind of unavoidable.

But now that Whole Foods is open-
ing in Spring House, I feel like the time is 
right to share my Whole Peeve about the 
Whole Foods-Amazon fusion: 

They just want your data.
We want to sell healthy food, sup-

port the local economy, be good to the 
environment and promote the cooperative 
business model. They want your data. 

OK, sure, we have your data, too. But 
we aren’t on a crusade for Whole World 
Mercantile Domination. So come on in. 
Pay in unmarked cash, even. We like that. 

msweeten@weaversway.coop

Editor’s Note
by Mary Sweeten, Editor, 
Weavers Way Shuttle A Column Exploring Ways for the Co-op Community to Shift Sustainability Tides

Green Dream Weavers

Recycling the Unrecyclable with TerraCycle
(Continued from Page 1)

Environment 
Committee

The following items can be accepted:

● Wellness brand pet-food bags. 

● We accept all things made by Brita, but 
only Brita — NOT other filters such as 
PUR.

● The following empty energy bar wrappers 
(empty and clean): Luna, Larabar, Clif and 
Cascadian Farm — but NOT Kind bar 
wrappers. 

● Late July and Bearito chip bags. 

● all brands of dental products: Manual 
toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes 
and empty floss containers. We can also 
take Colgate Wisps.

● Any plastic cream tubes or lip-balm tubes, 
makeup containers, deodorant containers 
and shampoo, conditioner, gels and 
hairspray in plastic bottles. PLEASE MAKE 
SURE EVERYTHING IS EMPTY AND 
CLEAN. When partially empty containers 
are dropped off, we have to empty and 
clean them if we want to ship them, but we 
do not have that type of capacity. So it’s 
very important to hand in empty containers.

SHIP US YOUR WASTE

RECYCLING WITH 
TERRACYCLE® 

1. SIGN UP
Go online to TerraCycle.com to create a free 
TerraCycle account. Our free recycling programs can 
be found by clicking the “RECYCLE YOUR WASTE” 
button on the home page. Choose from all of our free 
sponsored waste programs and sign up for the one(s) 
you are interested in.

2. COLLECT
Once you’ve signed up, review the program page to 
find our accepted waste guidelines, best practices for 
recycling, and other helpful resources. We suggest 
you use a cardboard box or other recyclable container 
to collect and ship your waste.

3. SHIP
Click the “SHIP US YOUR WASTE” button 
on the program page to download a free 
shipping label. Use this label to ship your 
waste to TerraCycle for recycling. 

4. REDEEM
When we receive your shipment, you will be 
rewarded with TerraCycle points. Redeem these 
points for cool prizes or charitable donations to 
the organization of your choice. 
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TIP: check out our Contests and 
Promotions page to find out how you 
can earn bonus TerraCycle points.

We CANNOT accept these items:

● No coffee bags of any kind

● No medicine containers: They can 
generally go in the recycling at the curb. 

● No electric toothbrush tops or bottoms. 
(Please bring the powered bottoms for 
Weaver Way electronic waste events.) 

● No refrigerated or aseptic cartons (juice, 
milk, soy milk, broth, etc.). Those can go 
into your regular recycling. 

● No light bulbs of any kind. (There are a lot 
of people putting compact fluorescents in 
the box. They need to be taken to Home 
Depot or Lowe’s — we cannot accept 
these at e-recycling either.)

● We are not currently collecting baby food 
flex packages (pouches). We used to 
accept these, and are now on a waiting 
list to rejoin this program. But we can’t 
process them at this time, so please don’t 
bring them until further notice. 

SO WHAT DO WE COLLECT? SEE BELOW.
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